Second Sunday of Advent,

‘Peace

“May we be in this world a ray 2‘ that light
which shone for’rﬁ rom Bethlehem,

bringing fov and peace to the hearts of all men and women.”
g g’] y /P f —CPo])e Francis

Saint Patrick Parish, Shrine and School

3285 Mills Road, Taylor Mill, KY 41051 - 859-356-5151 « parishoffice@stpat.church , December 6, 2025

PARISH CONTACTS SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

Office/Secretary . 859-356-5151 (3) Father Jeff has a five session inner heart work
Mr?f"%a L((j)kr)memann t’“zgman"m@ﬂp?]t-(h'l‘"(h (homemade video clips) to help people start the inner
Chris Bradburn radburnc@stpat.churc work of grace. He will link you up and follow up. Also as

Hospital/ Fr. Jeff VonLehmen |859-356-5151 (2) part of the inner work, he encourages the inner
Nursing Home strength work which Chris Bradburn coaches along. The
School Principal |Pam Nunnelley 859-344-7040 (2) two prong approach is very helpful. Learning self
859-356-5151 (6) awareness in order to know God’s call:

CCD Religious Margie Giffen Find your strengths by contacting Chris Bradburn at
Education Admin.| Kim Puthoff ccd@stpat.church mcbradburn@aol.com or Monica Lonnemann at

. lonnemannm@stpat.church
Acolyte, Worship

Ministries, SICK AND HOMEBOUND

Sick, Homebound | Paul Washnock 859-356-5151 (2) . .
Anyone in our parish in need of the sacraments at

Bereavement Parish Office 859-356-5151 (2) home, in the hospital, at a nursing home please
Altar Society MaryAnn Wilson  |859-356-5151 (2) contact Paul Washnock so we can serve them.
Joyful Noise JoeIsing 513-616-4463 _
Parish Hall Pam Nunnelley 859-356-5151 (2) ARAETS ish website. P |

aptism Register on parish website. Prep classes are
Pastor Fr. JeffVonLehmen |859-356-5151 (4) the 1st Saturday, 10:00-11:00am. Contact the parish
Deacon Rev.Terry Mason |859-356-5151 office for Baptism date.
L1 [masontastpatchurch |  Eycharist, Confirmation, Sacrament of the Sick
Contact the offce.
Daily Mass Reconciliation/Confession Every Saturday 12-1pm
Feast of the Inmaculate Conception, Monday 7:35am, 7:00pm  in church cry room or by appointment, contact Fr. Jeff.
Monday, 7:35 am........ccee... Repose of Jim Elam Holy Orders Contact Fr. Conor Kunath 859-392-1566.
Tuesday, 7:35 am................. Repose of Melissa Folmer Marriage Contact office 6 or more months in
Wednesday, 7:35 am ....... Repose of Jim Elam advance with 3 possible dates.
Wed. Evening 7:00 pm...... Repose of Pat Doyle Confirm mass before scheduling reception.
. cernerrnesranssaens Repose of Carlos Herrera
Friday 7:35 am....ccccccemervvennne Egpg: g; Jggrr\‘gﬁ; Llc;rgr;man THINKING ABOUT BECOMING CATHOLIC?
SundayMasses """"""""" P y OCIA (ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION)
Saturday, 4:30 pm ............. Repose of Ann Price Classes available for becoming Catholic or just
: S Deceased members of the Fischerand ~ Wanting to strengthen your faith. Classes are held at
) e Warken Families 9:45am on Sunday at the Mercy Risen Center, the
Sunday, 8:30am..........ccene. Repose of Carlos Herrera building across the street from church with the blue
SRRSO St. Patrick Parish & School Community  cross. Call church office/secretary or contact Melinda
Sunday, 11:00 am.......cco...... Repose of Gayle Wells Zickefoose at zickefoosem@stpat.church with interest.

....... Repose of David Zerhusen




PARISH MINISTRIES

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Come and be comforted; Sessions explore mourning
through scripture, prayer, reflection, faith sharing.
9:00 am
2nd Saturday of the month in the Mercy Risen Center

LADIES ALTAR SOCIETY
We are the hands of Mary, taking care of the needs of the
altar, vestments, linens, candles.
7:00 pm
4th Tuesday of the month in the Parish Hall

LITURGICAL MINISTRY
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Ushers and
Servers needed
Choose specific time frames or request a sub at:
www.rotundasoftware.com/no-dl/ministry/knock?enroll=1or
call the office. (18 years or older must be Virtus trained.)

PARISH NURSE MINISTRY
Blood Pressure Screening
First weekend of each month in church by elevators

SAINT BRIGID PANTRY
Donations to charitable institutions
Bring your items during mass times. Place donations on metal
shelves by elevator door on church level.

PROJECT RACHEL
Ministry for anyone who has experienced an abortion
Confidential phone line, 859-392-1547
God’s greatest desire is to forgive.

PADRE’S PATCH
Communal organic garden on church grounds
Interested, Email: Shelley: Shelleyab202@gmail.com

MEN’S GROUP
5:00 pm
1st & 3rd Wed. of the month in the Mercy Risen Center

COFFEE AND DONUTS
after 11:00 am Mass
Usually 2nd Sunday of the month

CLIFTON STRENGTHS ASSESSMENT
“Come and See” a method of discerning your God-given
talents
Contact Chris Bradburn at mcbradburn@aol.com or
Monica Lonnemann at lonnemannm@stpat.church

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
7:45 pm
Wednesdays in the Mercy Risen Center

PRAY FOR ELDERLY & HOMEBOUND
careprayerministry@gmail or 859-801-0311

“HELPING HANDS” BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE
Prepare and serve lunch for the family after the funeral mass
Interested, please call, 859-356-6498 or 859-356-6313

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

"Surviving the Holidays."

Special programs are being offered in November and
December regarding "Surviving the Holidays."

The time for this will be the same (9:00 am, 2nd
Saturday of the month) and place (Mercy Risen Center)
You do not need to be a St Patrick’s parish member to
attend.

SAINT BRIGID’S e
PANTRY SUPPORTING \ A
Our Mission:

Be Concerned is deeply
committed to honoring the
dignity and humanity of all persons.

Our purpose is to assist the people of Northern Kentucky in
obtaining basic necessities for life.

PANTRY - Cereal, Crackers, Canned items, Can openers,
Pasta, Flour, Cooking Oils

BABY NEEDS - Diapers, Baby wipes, Baby wash and
shampoo, Formula, Baby clothing detergent, Baby food
PERSONAL HYGIENE - Shampoo, Body wash, Shaving
cream and razors, Adult diapers, Feminine items, Toilet

paper

The People’s Pantry

"HELPING HANDS"” Bereavement Committee
Our group’s most important part of the Bereavement
Committee is to prepare and serve lunch for the families
after the funeral Mass. This is a very faithful group,
working at times with very little notice, and always
coming through for the families. We gratefully extend a
SPECIAL THANKS to all the members of this Committee!
If interested in becoming part of this ministry, it can be
occasionally, please give Mary Ann, 859-356-6498, or
Bobbie, 859-356-6313, a call. A wonderful Thanksgiving
and Blessed Christmas is wished to all!

SCRIPTURAL ROSARY BEFORE WEDNESDAY
EVENING MASS

Join us as we together pray the scriptural rosary every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm, prior to 7:00 pm mass. "The
prayers of the parish community are the spiritual
battery to support the parish, the school, our
parishioners and our shepherds who guide us.”’

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED

We are in need of eucharistic ministers. If you feel the
call to be a part of this ministry please reach out to Paul
Washnock, our Acolyte.

You can also call the office or contact the website
shown under Liturgical Ministry in left hand column.



PARISH NEWS

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Today is the Second Sunday of

. Advent."As the journey of
Advent continues, as we prepare
to celebrate the nativity of Christ,
John the Baptist's call to
conversion sounds out in our
communities. It is a pressing invitation to open our
hearts and to welcome the Son of God Who comes
among us to make divine judgement manifest. The
Father, writes St. John the Evangelist, does not judge
anyone, but has entrusted the power of judgement to
the Son, because He is the Son of man.

“And it is today, in the present, that we decide our
future destiny. It is with our concrete everyday
behavior in this life that we determine our eternal fate.
At the end of our days on earth, at the moment of
death, we will be evaluated on the basis of our
likeness or otherwise to the Baby Who is about to be
born in the poor grotto of Bethlehem, because He is
the measure God has given humanity.

“Through the Gospel John the Baptist continues to
speak down the centuries to each generation. His hard
clear words bring health to us, the men and women of
this day in which even the experience and perception
of Christmas often, unfortunately, reflects materialist
attitudes. The 'voice' of the great prophet asks us to
prepare the way for the coming Lord in the deserts of
today, internal and external deserts, thirsting for the
water of life which is Christ” —Pope Benedict XVI

General Advent prayers

For Hope: "Dear Heavenly Father, as we enter into this
Advent season, our hearts are filled with hope and
anticipation. We long for the coming of your Son,
Jesus Christ, who brings light into our world..."

For Peace: "Dear Heavenly Father, we look to you,
Prince of Peace, when we become overwhelmed
during this season please help calm our anxious
thoughts. Let us embrace our loving family and
friends, and help us keep focus on the true reason for
the season..."

For Reflection: "Lord, come to the manger of my
heart. Fill me with Your presence from the very start.
As | prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given,
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your
Son from Heaven."

View bulletin online at: STPAT.CHURCH, heading NEWS; BULLETIN

Advent Wreath Prayer: "O God, by whose word all
things are sanctified, pour forth thy blessing upon this
wreath, and grant that we who use it may prepare our
hearts for the coming of Christ..." Catholic Culture

St. Andrew Christmas Novena: This prayer is said 15
times daily from November 30th until Christmas.
"Hail, and blessed be the hour and moment at which
the Son of God was born of a most pure Virginin a
stable at midnight in Bethlehem in the piercing cold.
At that hour vouchsafe, | beseech Thee, to hear my
prayers and grant my desires. (Mention your
intentions) Through Jesus Christ and His most Blessed
Mother. Amen."

GOSPEL MEDITATION -
Dec. 7, 2025, Second Sunday of Advent
Matthew 3:1-12

This week we hear that John the Baptist is out in the
wilderness eating “locusts and wild honey” (Mark 1:6).
It's not just a strange historical detail. It's a symbolic
expression of a healthy spiritual diet. The path to
Christ includes both the hard and the beautiful, the
gritty and the sweet. We have to learn to gulp the
locusts and savor the honey.

| remember working with a young couple preparing
for marriage. They were sincere, but raw — barely
beginning to discover faith. Part of me wanted to rush
them ahead, to fill in all the gaps, to bombard them
with scripture and church documents. | swallowed
that instinct. It was like eating locusts.

But | also recall them light up as they spoke about
each other, about their first child, then their second.
And they wanted to be close to God. Something
innocent and beautiful was unfolding. That was the
honey. | knew God was asking me to savor it.

This Advent, maybe we're each being invited to accept
both locusts and honey. Maybe it's time to stop
avoiding the difficult parts of faith — prayer that feels
dry, the call to repentance, the patience with the
troublesome. It’s time to eat some locusts.

But we also need to notice the small gifts God gives
us: a peaceful moment, a good conversation, the joy
of serving someone else, new life, good intentions of
our friends. That’s the honey. Savor it!

John didn't avoid either. He took it all in. And so can
we. What are your locusts? Your honey? If we let God
feed us with both, we'll be ready — really ready — for
the coming of Christ. — Father John
Muir



PARISH NEWS

View bulletin online at: STPAT.CHURCH, heading NEWS; BULLETIN

CONTINUE TO BE AWARE of RECENT SCAMS
Scammers are portraying themselves as Father Jeff or a
church employee and asking for gift cards to be sent to
them via email.

After friendly banter, they may say in their email, “take a
picture of front and back of the gift card and send to this
address”.

NEVER SEND A GIFT CARD INFORMATION OVER THE
INTERNET.

CHECK EMAIL ADDRESS OF WHO MAY HAVE SENT THIS.
IMMEDIATELY CONTACT THE OFFICE TO NOTIFY OF
SCAM.

FATHER JEFF WILL NEVER ASK FOR MONEY FROM HIS
PARISHIONERS

VIRTUS TRAINING for a Safe Environment
All volunteers and coaches must be VIRTUS
compliant before participation in any capacity.
Contact your parish office.

Compliance

1. Fill out parish application.

2. Register online at www.virtus.org, Sign up, attend a
class and submit a background check.

3. After background check has been cleared, read the
bulletins within 30 days of the first Sunday of each
month.

More information:
covdio.org/safe-environment/how-do-i-start

DATES AND PLACES FOR VIRTUS TRAINING
Diocesan Curia, Bishop Howard Memorial Auditorium,
1125 Madison Avenue, Covington, Kentucky 41011.

Wednesday, January 7, 2026 9:00-11:30am
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 6:00-8:30pm
Tuesday, January 27, 2026 9:00-11:30am
Tuesday, January 27, 2026 6:00-8:30pm
- BAMBINELLIAND
~ CHRISTMAS TREE
.~ BLESSING

Bishop John Iffert invites
you and your family and
friends to attend the
fourth annual Bambinelli
and Christmas Tree Blessing on Saturday, December 13,
2025, 5:30-7:00pm at St. Mary’s Park (Diocesan Curia).
Come see the blessing and lighting of the Diocesan

Christmas tree, listen to a live school choir, enjoy
homemade cookies and hot cocoa, and hear the
Bambinelli Story. Bring the Baby Jesus figure from
your home Nativity to receive a special blessing
from Bishop Iffert and be part of a Catholic Advent
tradition! No RSVP required. All are welcome!

RETROUVAILLE IS A PROGRAM OF

HEALING AND RENEWAL

Retrouvaille - HOPE for couples going through
difficult times in their marriages. Retrouvaille is a
program of healing and renewal consisting of one
weekend and six follow-up sessions over the
course of two months. For confidential
information or to register for the upcoming
program beginning with a weekend on January
9-11, 2026, call 513-486-6222 or visit
www.HelpOurMarriage.org

Red:scover your Iove'
B~y Ipﬂ&""'?p'!&f E o
g A

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES

Cincinnati Retrouvaille Weekend
January 9-11

Retrouvaille has been helping troubled marriages
since 1977. The program is confidential, effective,
and can help you find hope and healing!

HelpOurMarriage.org

513-486-6222
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GIVING TREE WITH WISH LIST ITEMS
We continue to add ornaments to the tree. If you do not
have a tag, you may donate any type of toy, these gifts
do not need to be wrapped. We will also collect for the
small number of residents at Regency Manor in
Independence. Those gifts should be wrapped for
distribution on Christmas Eve. We will also have families
as they come to St. Patrick for assistance. Those items will
be handled separately from those hanging on the tree.

If you would like to help with these efforts in another
way, please also feel free to reach out. We are looking
forward to another year of generosity and support.
Donations are due by 12/14 after 11am mass. If you
would like to adopt a family or have any questions,
please reach out to Allyson at 859-801-8648 or email
fuIIeraIIyson@yahoo com. Thank you for your generosity!!

IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS.

The Altar Society, once again is offering the “Christmas
flower in memory of a loved one donation’.

You can participate in the following ways:

*If you receive budget envelopes; use the one marked
Christmas Flowers from your budget envelopes, fill out
the name of your family member(s) you wish to
remember or write your family name in that space.

+Or you can use your own envelope and place your
contribution (@any amount) in along with your loved ones
name. Mark Altar Society Christmas Flower on the
envelope and drop in collection basket. For your name to
be listed in the bulletin the deadline is December 14th.
Questions, please call Mary Ann at 859-356-6498 or
Bobbie at 859 356 6313. Thank you for your continued
support and a Blessed Christmas Season is wished to all.

DOYOU HAVE A LOVED ONE IN A CARE
FACILITY THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON?

A beautiful gift of music is awaiting them.

Joe Ising and Joyful Noise would like to ask the parish:“If
you have a loved one in a care facility and would like me
to contact the facility so we can perform a Christmas
concert, please contact me”

Joe Ising 859-616-4463 OR email: peddler78@aol.com

View bulletin online at: STPAT.CHURCH, heading NEWS; BULLETIN

CHILDREN’S CHOIR FORMING

FOR 4:30 CHRISTMAS EVE MASS

We will have a children’s choir for the 4:30 pm
Christmas Eve mass.

If your child is interested, please contact Pam
Nunnelley, leave a message on the office phone or
show up for practice on these days. Practices will be
on Thursdays, 12/11, 12/18 from 6:30 - 7 pm.

PRAY FOR REQUESTS WILL BE REMOVED
AFTER 2 MONTHS

After this time please let us know if you would like the
prayer request renewed by calling the office.
REPOSE OF IS KEPT IN FOR 3 WEEKS

Please call the office to add someone to the prayer
list. If someone on the list has improved, call so we
can remove them and THANK THE LORD.

Pray For: Sharon Finke, Killian Hamilton, Cynthia,

Bob Kemper, Randy Smith, Joan Jasper, The Carneal
Family, Mary Anne Memering, Steve Donohoue, Angie
Hoskinds, Margaret Lawason, Larry Zickefoose, May,
Joe N., Marek Maciaga family & friends, Miriam
Andrews, Andres, Neomi, Jamie, Cul, Marlene Wells,
Robert Benoit, Tesauro family, Elaine Feder, Brenda
Liddy, Elzbieta Skrzyndki, Daranee Teathong, Tony,
Donald Wieh, Joanne Cianciulli, Anubhab Mallick, John
Altez, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Croy, Joanne Cianciulli, Jan
Ising, Mark Baxter, Julie Christen, Jim Wilshere, Lucyna
Xuan Liu, Linda McCarthy, Ben Reinersman, John Fer
Monopolio « Mary Abraham, Eric Thomas, Margarita
Cortes, Anthony Smith, Steve White, Carol Williams,
Gerry Gospodarek, Darlene McGrath, V L Patrick
family, Kendall Howard, My family, husband and |,
Olivia, Steve

Repose of: Douglas Singleton, Michael Braun

Because of HPPA regulations we can no longer get
names of parishioners who are in the hospital. Please

call the office to let us know if your loved one is in the
hospital, nursing home or hospice care so we can visit.
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CCD NEWS

Dec 14 - Regular Class - Parent Formation Meeting
during CCD - All Adults are welcome!

Sixth Grade hosts 8:30 Mass

Dec 21 & 28 - No Classes- Merry Christmas

Jan. 4th - Regular Class

Follow us on Facebook - St. Patrick TM CCD

We are still in need of substitute teachers. If interested,
please email CCD@stpat.church

CCD HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

Youth Group meets from 9:45am-10:45am
on Sundays.

We invite our High Schoolers to learn and grow in
your faith while meeting new people. The group
meets in the house behind Father’s house. All high
school students are welcome and it’s free!

Dec 14 - HS Group Meets (Will help with Giving Tree
Wrapping and Organizing)

Dec 21 & 28 - No Meetings - Merry Christmas

Jan. 4th - Regular Meeting

Follow us on FB: St. Patrick Church High School Youth
Ministry

Join the St. Patrick Youth Group Summer Retreat on
our 2026 trip to Steubenville! JULY 10-12, 2026
Registration information coming soon!

HOLY CROSS DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
Contact for a tour or to schedule a day for your child
to shadow a student.

859-431-1335 www.hchscov.

= o
ST PATRICK SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Please join us on Thursday December 11th at 6:30pm
in the church to enjoy music by our school children.

All are welcome with a reception immediately
following in the church hall..

STEWARDSHIP & OFFERTORY GIVINGS 12-1-25

Regular Offertory (envelope) $3818.00
Regular Offertory (online) $1765.52
Building Fund (envelope) $463.00
Building Fund (online) $476.06
Our Lady of Knock Foundation $3320.00

The OLK Foundation is donations to the parish capital campaign
which will be used primarily for the expansion of the primary
school.

GIVE ONLINE, Text 859-340-8356



DIOCESE NEWS

SUPPORT GROUP FOR SEPARATED AND
DIVORCED BEGINS JAN. 22, 2026

New Beginnings is an 8-week program that provides the
opportunity to heal and move forward despite a
complicated situation. Led by facilitators who have been
through their own personal losses, this program invites
participants to move toward their own new beginnings.
Registration is required. To register, visit
https://covdio.org/new-beginnings-2/ or call (859)
392-1529. The next session will be held on consecutive
Thursdays, January 22 — March 12, 2026, 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm at Catholic Charities (3629 Church St., Covington, KY

RETIREMENT FUND FOR THE RELIGIOUS
CAMPAIGN,
COLLECTION ON DECEMBER 21

Retirement Fund,
for Religious

Please give to those who
have given a lifetime.

retiredreligious.org

FREE SUPPORT GROUP-

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones, (PAL)

We meet 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 6:30-8:00pm
at Catholic Charities, 3629 Church St. Latonia, KY.
We provide continuing education and support, no
charge, to parents with a child or spouse suffering
from addiction of alcohol or drugs.

More information, 859-581-8974

SHARE LOVE THIS CHRISTMAS WITH ST.
VINCENT DE PAUL NORTHERN KENTUCKY
As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, St.
Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky invites our
community to share His love by bringing warmth, joy,
and hope to our neighbors in need.

SVdP 25th Annual Winter Coat Drive

Many in Northern Kentucky will face the cold without
proper winter clothing. New or gently used coats
(adult sizes XL-XXXL especially) and winter
accessories may be shared through January 31 at any
SVdP NKY thrift store or participating donation site.
Vincent’s Angels

Vincent’s Angels allows parents and caregivers to
personally choose Christmas gifts for their children.
Toys are still needed, and parishes, schools,
workplaces, and families are encouraged to collect
presents so every child can experience the joy of
Christmas morning. Donations can be delivered at
any SVdP NKY thrift store.

Adopt-a-Family

To enter more personally into the spirit of giving,
consider sponsoring a local family through our
Adopt-a-Family program. Sponsors receive a wish list,
purchase gifts, and drop off wrapped presents at our
Erlanger facility to help a family feel seen and loved
this Christmas.

Volunteers are also needed to help with coat sorting, toy
distribution, and Christmas preparations. A few hours of
your time can be a gift of Christ’s light to someone in
need. To register for these programs or learn more about
volunteering, please visit
www.svdpnky.org/holiday-giving.

CHECK YOUR WEEKLY MESSENGER FOR MORE DIOCESE EVENTS
All registered families receive the Messenger, the Diocese paper, when they register with our parish. If you aren't
receiving the Messenger and are registered with our parish, please contact the Messenger directly to start your
subscription.
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